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GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR AN IMPROVED HEALTH CARE 
RESPONSE TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE VICTIMS 

 
From Ganley, A. “Domestic Violence: Strategies For Screening, Assessment, Intervention, And Documentation.” 
Trainer’s Manual For Health Care Providers, Family Violence Prevention Fund (1998). 
 
1. Increase the safety of the domestic violence victims and their children. 
 
2. Respect the rights of domestic violence victims for self-determination. 
 
3. Holds perpetrators, not victims, responsible for the violence and for stopping it. 
 
4. Advocate on behalf of domestic violence victims and their children. 
 
5. Be willing to make changes in both individual practice and in the health care 
system in order to improve the response to domestic violence victims. 
 
 

ELEMENTS OF AN IMPROVED HEALTH CARE RESPONSE TO 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

 
1. Screen for domestic violence victims. 
 
2. Assess the health impact of their victimization. 
 
3. Conduct intervention by: 
 

a. Giving the victim validating messages; 
b. Providing information about domestic violence; 
c. Assisting in safety planning; 
d. Referring the victim to appropriate support and advocacy services; and 
e. Conducting a follow-up session. 
 

4. Document the domestic violence. 
 
 
 


